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February - May Newsletter

from pastor moa’s desk…
In April Churches across the globe gathered for
A very special Celebration—the resurrection of our Lord,
Jesus Christ. At First Baptist Church it was a
moment of great celebration. Once again, we were
reminded that the power of resurrection that
happened more than 2000 years ago, is still active
and happens today—because the proof that God
raised Jesus from the dead is not the empty tomb,
but the full hearts of his transformed disciples. The
crowning evidence that He lives is not a vacant
grave, but a Spirit filled fellowship, not rolled-away
stone, but a carried-away church.
When Jesus was raised, he succeeded in outing
death to death. He continues to smash the status quo,
and turns the tables on those who see violence and
corruption and disease and destruction as
unchanging constants in the world we live in. When
Jesus leaves the empty tomb, all bets are off, and all
expectations shattered. At the sore of the Easter
message is the “Gospel” of Jesus Christ—that is to
say, our faith is all about gospel—GOOD NEWS!
The call of Easter is not only to celebrate the Good
News, but now to be the GOOD NEWS.
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Leadership Team
Report

Meeting date: March 16, 2019

Present: Kathy Benger, Donna Boucher, Pam Dawkins, Jane Demers, Pastor Moa
Imchen, Meredith Mandeville, Phyllis Moore, Ruth Parker, Jan Russell, Rich
Tassi, deb lavoie
Pastor Moa opened the meeting with prayer.
Minutes of the February 16 meeting were reviewed. Noted was that in future, the
minutes should include the names of those in attendance and the date and time of
the next meeting. Minutes should be sent to all team members no later than two
weeks prior to the next meeting. There was one correction: that the team did not
simply discuss the purchase of a new printer; this was also approved by a vote.
Ruth Parker presented the financial secretary's report.
Meredith Mandeville presented the treasurer's report. She advised us of a
dilemma - that church income is not keeping up with expenses, and she has had to
take money from the flagpole fund to pay bills. She also presented a solution. The
church has invested funds in four separate accounts. For two of these, the AB
Endowment Fund and the AB Hudson Fund, dividends are reinvested. She made a
motion that we redirect these dividends to the Parker Memorial Fund, where they
can be used for church expenses. The motion was approved by a team vote.
Meredth will need to ask the gentleman managing our funds to arrange this; to do
that, she will need a copy of these minutes.
Rich Tassi gave us an update on the refurbishment project. The carpet stretching
will be done not by Carpet Creations, but by another company. Estimated cost is
$300. He has had three electricians look at the electrical panels, but has yet to hear
back from any of them. The kitchen faucet leak in the parsonage is still "being
worked on." The bulkhead door will be repaired sometime this Spring. Rich says
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that the ceiling/light repair in Memorial Hall is an easy fix; he just needs to get a
round tuit.
There was a bit more discussion about snow removal. Apparently, the walkway by
the side entrance does get shoveled, but then the town plows go by and bury it
again. Kathy said that if she knew when it needed doing, she'd be willing to come
and shovel it. We will talk about this more when the need to decide what to do next
season comes up.
Pastor Moa reported that a friend in San Francisco will be sending a used
overhead projector. He is still shopping for a computer. In the meantime, we may
be able to convert the connections on the existing computer from VGA/USB to
HDMI, but in so doing, we may lose audio. Eventually, we will have to buy a
HDMI computer.
The TV in Memorial Hall is not working. We're not sure if it can be fixed or will
need to be replaced.
Pastor Moa mentioned possible upcoming mission trips to Haiti or the Dominican
Republic, or doing VBS in Cuba.
Pastor Moa, Phyllis Moore, Ruth Parker, and Jan Russell attended the annual
meeting of ABCVNH on March 9 and shared their thoughts on the experience
with the team. The thing that seems to stand out most is the focus on reaching the
many who do not attend any church at all and have little or no interest in doing so.
We cannot expect them to come to us; we must reach out and meet them where
they are. Our brother and sisters attended workshops on ways to do that. They
shared some ideas which will also be shared at the next quarterly meeting; we will
also welcome any suggestions from others.
Meredith will meet with the church insurance rep to ensure that we have adequate
coverage.
Spring clean-up date was set for Saturday, May 18, 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM.
Pastor Moa has reached out to the Teen Challenge people, but has yet to hear back
from them.
Phyllis mentioned that we may need a license to do the movie nights that were
mentioned at the last meeting; Pastor Moa will check into that. Maybe public
FEBRUARY-MAY 2019

3

potluck, and the movie shared after the meal. Phyllis would like to see these done
maybe every other month, but we would need a committee - someone to run the
projector, ushers, people to plan and serve refreshments, etc. Film at 11.
The pest inspection is due to be done soon; Pam will call to arrange it.
Ruth Parker has reviewed the Leadership Team membership/contact list and
brought it up to date. The current list is attached to this message.
Scheduling of future Leadership Team meetings was discussed; we agreed
(voted?) that they would be on the second Saturday of each month at 10:00 AM.
Roll Call Sunday will be held on May 5.
Youth Sunday will be held on June 9.
Family Fun Day will be held on Saturday, July 27, 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM. This
year, we will have hot dogs and fried dough, and we will see what else.
Donna pointed out that the web site needs to be updated. Sanen has been posting
new Scriptures almost daily, but there is a lot of "old news." Ruth will try to
remove some of the older stuff.
Meredith's grandson Chris will be asked to cover lawn mowing and other year
work this season.
Tomorrow, we will have a missionary guest speaker.
Jane volunteered to set up Communion for April. Servers, fellowship hosts, and
ushers are still needed.
Pastor Moa closed the meeting with prayer.
The next Leadership Team meeting will be held on Saturday, April 13, at 10:00
AM.
Respectfully submitted,
deb lavoie, secretary

FEBRUARY-MAY 2019

4

FBCH Leadership Team
Meeting date: April 13, 2019
Present: Donna Boucher, Pam Dawkins, Jane Demers, Pastor Moa Imchen, Janet
Lee, Meredith Mandeville, Phyllis Moore, Ruth Parker, Tony Rice, Jan Russell,
Rich Tassi, deb lavoie
Pastor Moa opened the meeting with prayer.
Minutes of the March 16 meeting were reviewed.
Ruth presented the Financial Secretary's report. Attendance at worship services
is down from last year due to illness, travel, and weather. One member has paid to
"catch up" on donations for the year so far. Still, donations are down.
Meredith presented the Treasurer's report. She stressed that donations have not
been keeping up with church expenses for some time. To cover the shortfall, she
has had to transfer $6,000 from the Flagpole Fund each month. However, she
cannot continue to do that much longer; the Flagpole Fund is running low. As of
our meeting date, there was only about $1,500 left. Therefore, we MUST come up
with ways to increase income and reduce expenses.
With that in mind, the decision was made to purchase the copier we already have,
rather than buying a new one. The cost was $250; it would have cost that much to
ship it back if we had purchased the new one. The maintenance contract was
cancelled.
We are very open to other suggestions. One question that came up was, do we
really need a dumpster? (We agreed that we do.)
A subcommittee consisting of Donna, Meredith, and Phyllis will be meeting to
look at the budget and try to come up with ways to improve the church cash flow.
Pastor Moa is planning to attend the ABC Mission Summit in Virginia, June 2024. His vacation will be July 2-8.
The annual Roll Call meeting will be held on May 5. Carol Holman and Charlene
Forward will become members that day. Nathan Forward will be baptized during
the service. There will be a potluck lunch afterwards, followed by the quarterly
meeting.
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Rich gave some updates on the refurbishment and ongoing maintenance projects.
The material for the carpet stretching should be in soon. A new faucet has been
installed in the parsonage kitchen. The bulkhead door will be looked at soon. Rich
received a proposal from TJ Malley Electric for electrical work. Rather than
replacing the panels, they will install a 100 amp line (the current one is 40 amp).
The quote was $1480. It was moved and seconded, and we voted to accept the
proposal.
Other maintenance issues: We will look at proposals for snow removal when it
gets closer to that season; still think we're not pleased with the services received
from Dube Landscaping last winter. Chris Rollins has agreed to cut the grass this
season.
Other old business: Spring Cleanup Day is scheduled for May 18, 9 AM - 12 PM.
Among other things, we will try to have someone look at the TV in Memorial Hall
and see if it can get up and running.
Pastor Moa has arranged with Gideons International to join us on June 23. A
special offering will be taken.
He has also arranged with Teen Challenge to join us on August 18.
We may not need a license for movie nights. Pastor Moa has spoken with other
pastors about this, and they didn't mention needing one.
Mission trips to Haiti, Dominican Republic, Cuba, and possibly Puerto Rico are in
the talking stages.
Pest control inspection is due in May. Meredith received a bill for $475 but isn't
sure what it is for. She will check into that.
Soon, there will be newsletters on the church web site again. Glenna Knights may
be taking care of that. Phyllis will talk with her about attending our meetings. For
now, though, Ruth requests that any news be e-mailed to her. She has been posting
bits and pieces, such as the upcoming Holy Week events, and if anything about
other upcoming events is sent to her, she will make sure it gets posted.
Meredith is working on Youth Sunday, which will be on June 9. Jan is working on
Family Fun Day, scheduled for July 27.
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Pam's surgery is on hold for now.
The Postal Workers' Food drive is scheduled for May 11. The food will arrive at
about 4:00 PM and help will be needed to put it away.
More attention needs to be brought to the sign-up sheets for readers, ushers, and
Communion servers and coffee hour hosts. The lists are always on the table in the
front lobby, but few are signing up. Perhaps it needs to be mentioned during
announcement time that more volunteers are needed for these.
We should look into having people start up more small groups. Right now there is
only one - Ruth's. Pastor Moa no longer has his Bible study, group, only his
Sunday school class.
Pastor Moa closed the meeting with prayer.
Our next meeting will be held on Saturday, May 11, at 10:00 AM.
Respectfully submitted,
deb lavoie, secretary
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BAFTA ended the year with a very successful mission project for the St. Joseph
Parish Nurse Program. We take the months of December and January and fill up a
bassinet with all sorts of baby items. The bassinet has been a part of our sanctuary
for the Christmas Season for years. We collect newborn and infant clothing, diapers,
wipes, booties, hats, sweaters, blankets, quilts, onesies, etc. These items are given
out to new mothers who have very little for their new bundle of joy. The joy all
the donated items bring is awesome. Thanks to all who are so generous in this project.
The knitted and crocheted items are just so cute.
January and February were not conducive for BAFTA meetings due to weather and
members health, so those meetings were cancelled. In March, we broke tradition and
held the meeting at 1 PM in Memorial Hall. We enjoyed fried dough, hot chocolate,
coffee and tea before we played various games or worked on puzzles. Thanks to
Jackie Cole, Ruth Parker and Denise Tassi for refreshments. The game afternoon
was open to the whole church and some of the men folk joined us for a fun afternoon
filled with lots of laughs. During the April meeting we decided who would receive and
who would deliver the Easter Baskets we were about to fill. After all that was
decided we went about filling the baskets with all the great items that had been
donated.
BAFTA hosted a Continental Easter Breakfast after the Sunrise service at Robinson
Pond and before the church service. Thank you to all who contributed your time and
donations to make this breakfast so successful.
The May meeting is at 7 PM on Tuesday May 7, 2019 in Memorial Hall. Various annual
reports will be delivered from the officers. Denise Tassi and Kathy Benger are
hostesses for the evening.
Respectfully Submitted,
Betty Beaverstock
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Easter Worship at FBC Hudson
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On March 8 and 9, some 230 American Baptists from all over Vermont and New
Hampshire came together to worship, to learn, to pray, and to be together. This
was an amazing gathering to envision our mission that is right at our doorstep. The
theme of the gathering was “How Will They Know?” The keynote speaker for
Friday Evening was Dr. Emmett G. Price III, professor of Worship at Gordon
Conwell Theological Seminary. Based on the story of Jesus and Lazarus (Luke 11),
Dr. Price expounded on the biblical text that took us from the Sycamore Tree to
the Cross, and challenged to members to reflect as to:
•
•

“How many people are seeking Jesus but can’t find him because church
people are in the way.”
While church people tend to cloister in sanctuaries and discuss in deacons
meeting, Jesus is out in the street and the alleys, seeking the lost where no
other man or woman is ready to go.

He concluded his message with a powerful statement that “Jesus is not so much
asking who will go, as he is asking who will go with me?”
Rev. Sharon Koh, the Executive Director of American Baptist International
Ministries, shared her reflection on the meaning of 205 years of gospel mission on
ABC. Rev. Koh, being a product of the gospel work of the American Baptist
missionaries, challenged the members with a word from Luke 5 saying that the
Church of Christ is not dying out. It is embracing a new chapter in our history. She
concluded her message that we will find to answer to the question, “How will they
know?” as we learn to stop thinking “them” and “them.” As we learn their stories,
and connect them to our stories, we can learn to share the story of Jesus together
as God’s way of becoming us. Finally, just as Jesus sends all his people to go out on
his mission, Rev. Dale Edwards, Executive Minister, sent the Gathering with a
challenge to be both Sent and Surrendered.
It was such a blessed gathering this year. Three from the family of FBC Hudson
attended the gathering: Ruth Parker, Phyllis Moore, and Jan Russell. Pastor Moa is
installed as the President of ABCVNH 2019-2021.
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May 11 – Post Office food drive delivered to church. “Many hands make light
work!”
May 12 – Happy Mother’s Day!
June 1 – Spring Clean Up Day. Please join us from 9-12 PM.
June 9 – Pentecost Sunday AND Youth Sunday
July 27 – Family Fun Day from 10-1. Come for a great time! More to follow….
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Celebration Calendar

February:
11

Michelle Slack

14

Betty Beaverstock

19

Kathy Parker

24

Nancy Meier

March:
4

Lyn Tyler

14

Bob & Nancy Meier—anniversary

22

Mark King

27

Glenna Knights

April:
11

Jan Russell

16

Dave & Ruth Jelley—anniversary

27

Al Hokpins

28

Dot Hopkins

30

Larry Hansen

May:
6

John & Jan Russell—anniversary

16

Roy & Kathy Benger—anniversary

26

Ruth M. Parker
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