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from pastor moa’s desk… 
During the Advent Season, the adult class studies an 

Advent Study Series. This year, we are studying James Moore’s Finding 

Bethlehem in the Midst of Bedlam. The book begins with an 

important question: “How do we keep the spirit of 

Christmas alive and well and vibrant throughout the year? 

In other words, how do we continue to “find Bethlehem” in 

the hectic pace and “bedlam” of our daily lives?  

 In response, he shares a heartwarming story of 

Eleven orphanage little boys during the time of the Great 

Depression in our country. The highlight of their lives came 

each year on Christmas Eve. After their dinner in the 

orphanage, they would have a Christmas party with carols, 

games, and then each of the eleven orphan boys would 

receive an orange. That’s all they would get for Christmas. 

No toys, no clothes, no candy. Just a single orange! But the 

little boys were so grateful. Each one would peel his orange 

carefully and eat one slice a day to make it last longer.  

 But one year (on Christmas Eve), one little named 

Tommy broke one of the orphanage rules. The orphanage 

director said to him: 

 “Tommy, you have broken one of our rules and you 

must be disciplined. Your punishment is that you can’t 

come to the Christmas party and this year you won’t get an 

orange! Go to your room immediately and stay there till 

morning.” 

 Tommy was crushed. He was so disappointed, but he 

obeyed. He could hear the happy sounds of the Christmas 

party—as they sing and cheerfully passed out the oranges. 

He was so heartbroken and felt that this was the lowest, 
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darkest, worst moment of his life. He had trouble going to sleep at first, but finally 

sleep came. 

 When Tommy woke the next morning, he sat on the edge of his bed rubbing 

his eye and thinking: “This is going to be the most horrible Christmas ever.” But 

then he saw something. There it was on the bedside table: a makeshift orange with 

no peeling—ten individual places or orange put together to make an orange for 

him. There was a note underneath it that read: “Merry Christmas, Tommy”—

signed by all ten of his orphan friends. Each of his little buddies had donated one 

slice of his orange to make an orange for him! And what started out to be 

Tommy’s worst Christmas suddenly became his best Christmas ever. Sacrificial 

love turned it around for Tommy, and that’s what Christmas is all about.  

 

 May the poor little orphanage boys teach us the true spirit of Christmas as 

we prepare to journey toward finding Bethlehem in the midst of Bedlam. 

 
 

 

Blessings! 
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Trustees December 2017 Newsletter 

The Trustees are pleased to welcome Deb Lavoie to the board.  Deb is a long time 

church member and has done outstanding work while being a member of various 

boards.  We appreciate her dedication and are looking forward to working with her. 

We are looking into putting a railing at the Greeley Street entrance. 

The stewardship campaign is winding down but it is never too late to support our 

church. 

Dube’s landscaping company has installed snow stakes in preparation of the 

coming snow season. 

The 2018 proposed budget is being worked on. 

The parsonage furnace will be cleaned and inspected in January. 

The parsonage chimney will be inspected. 

Curtains have been installed in the secretary’s office and Pastor’s study. 

The organ tune up was done on 11/9/17. 

Property damage at the parsonage was done by an Asplundh truck.  The damage 

has been repaired.  To prevent vehicles from using the parsonage driveway to 

avoid the Greeley Street light, the fence at the bottom of the parsonage driveway 

will be closed except when snow plowing operations are taking place. 

We are looking into getting another company for our waste management. 

Everyone is invited to join us on Sunday December 3rd for communion coffee. 

The board would like to remind all who use the church to be sure that all doors are 

locked and shut tightly and all lights are turned off when you leave the building.  

Food consumption is only allowed in Memorial Hall. 

Please feel free to contact any of the board members if a need arises.  

The board consists of: Eric Beaverstock, Meredith Mandeville, Dave Jelley, Al 

Hopkins and Deb Lavoie 

 Respectfully Submitted, 

 Eric Beaverstock, Chairman 
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Greetings, brothers and sisters! Hope this finds you all as well as you can be and 

staying warm. Thanks for stopping by our page for the latest news from the BCE! 

Before we get into new stuff, 

though we would like to send a 

great big THANK YOU to 

everyone who helped in any 

way with Trunk or Treat! We 

were blessed with a warmer 

evening (still chilly, though!), 

so the turnout was good. We 

enjoyed chatting with the folks 

who stopped by, and they enjoyed 

the goodies from the decorated 

trunks and the table at the end 

where hot dogs, hot cocoa, warm 

cider, and other treats awaited them. We even had visits from Hudson's finest 

(police officers) and a photographer from the Hudson-Litchfield News! Hope you 

had a chance to see the pictures and our sweet mention in the "Thumbs Up" 

column. 

Also, THANK YOU so very much to everyone who donated food for and/or helped 

us to put together our Thanksgiving food boxes! There was more of a need this year 

than there has been in a long time. But with your help, we were able to provide 16 

Thanksgiving dinners and a few extras to folks who needed them. The picture  below 

shows most of them. Again, thanks and God bless 

Moving right along to new stuff ... Pastor Moa's adult Sunday School class is 

getting ready to begin an Advent study. Here he is to tell you a bit more about it: 

Also, as we give thanks for the many blessings we have received, we also allow 

Father God to use us to bless those less fortunate than ourselves. One way to do 

this is through the Angel Tree program. Many of you are familiar with how this 
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works, but for those who are new to it: Participants receive an angel tag with the 

first name of a child in need. It also tells the child's age, a few things he or she 

would like for Christmas, and a few other details. If you take a tag, you purchase at 

least one of the gifts on the child's list and bring it, unwrapped, to the church by the 

date specified. Lyn Tyler, who is in charge of the program for our church, takes it 

from there. Please see Lyn if you would like a tag. 

There are many other wonderful programs happening here at FBCH in December, 

which you can read about on other pages. i sign off for now, on behalf of all of us 

on the BCE, wishing you and yours a most blessed and joyful holiday season.  

In His service and yours, 

deb lavoie, BCE secretary 
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The November BAFTA meeting featured 

someone who grew up in our church. 

Aaron Bailey is a personal trainer and is 

owner of Fitness By Design. He presented a program on mobility issues 

we all encounter. He had suggestions to help the joints in question and 

demonstrated exercises to help the problem areas. It was nice to see 

Aaron all grown up and so mature.  

We are still collecting items for the Church World Service School Kits. 

We are in need of the 24 crayon boxes of crayons, pencil sharpeners 

and volunteers to make the school bags. Kathy Benger has the VERY 

SIMPLE pattern for the school bags as well as the straps for the 

bags.( Please see Kathy if you can help with this school bag project.) 

We are looking for the following items for the hygiene kits: 

Wide tooth combs, hand towels, wash cloths, wrapped bath size soap 

and regular size band aids. 

BAFTA has made some donations out of our treasury. We donated 

$500.00 to the General Operating Fund of the church, $200.00 to 

Love Gift and a $200.00 donation for Nagaland - Mission Fund to help 

with the school children. 

November 16th BAFTA held a Budget meeting to establish the 

Proposed 2018 Budget. 

Everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend our December meeting 

Tuesday Dec. 5th at 7 PM in the Sanctuary. There will be a Christmas 

concert from the" B Naturals" and "Nothin But Treble" choirs from 

Alvirne High School. Refreshments and fellowship will follow in 

BAFTA 
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Memorial Hall. The concert is always amazing and never disappoints. 

Please plan to attend and bring a friend. Hope to see you there.  

ALL MEMBERS ARE ASKED TO BRING COOKIES THAT NIGHT. 

December 17th is the Cool Kids dance production at 4 PM. 

January 2nd BAFTA plans to meet at the church at 10 AM to make 

soup and sandwiches for the shut-ins and deliver lunch to them. Then 

we will return to the church and have lunch ourselves - WEATHER 

PERMITTING! 

January 7th BAFTA hosts Communion Coffee and it is Prayer Partner 

Disclosure Day. 

ST. JOSEPH PARISH NURSE BASSINET DONATIONS: There will be 

a baby bassinet in the Greeley St. entrance of the Sanctuary during 

December and January. This is an annual drive we have been having for 

many years. We collect infant clothes, blankets, onsies, hats, quilts, 

diapers, sweaters, outfits, booties or anything an infant could use. 

These items are given to new mothers who have nothing for their 

newborn. These mothers are so grateful for the items we       have 

collected. Thank you in advance. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Betty Beaverstock 
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Tuesday 10/24/2017  

The meeting was called to order by Dave Jelley at 7:00 PM.  There were 13 

members from various boards in attendance.    Pastor Moa opened the 

meeting with prayer. 

Minutes from the 07/25/2017 cabinet meeting read by Kathy Benger. 

The minutes were accepted as read. 

Financial Reports and highlights: 

Financial Secretary report - was given by Ruth Parker.  She gave a 

comparison between Q3 2017 and Q3 2016. The giving was down by 

$12,02.45. This is partly due to a large ($6,000) donation given last year. 

Some money was set aside for the windows. Some money was turned over 

from other funds to the general fund to fund bills. 

 The General fund Q3 giving was $12,937.65.  Average attendance for Q3 

was 34. This is down about 10 people, while the number of donations is 

down by about 5. For 2017, the attendance has remained steady at 

approximately 34 people, which is good news. 

Operating Fund Treasurer and General Treasurer Reports were given by 

Meredith Mandeville.   Through 75% of the year 75% of the budget has 

been spent.  $32,000 was transferred from the Flagpole fund to pay 

General Expenses and missions.  $12,893.25 is the balance of the 

Sanctuary Refurbishment Fund.   The helping hand fund has $6,831.63. 

Quarter to quarter we are keeping consistent for 2017.  

All reports were accepted as read. 

Board Reports and highlights: 

Cabinet Meeting Report 
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Christian Education report was given by Deb Lavoie.  Family Fun Day was 

well received again by folks in the neighborhood. Deb is looking for help for 

Family Fun Nights and Trunk or Treat. Once again this year we will be 

giving out Thanksgiving Boxes. They will be putting boxes together on 

November 18. 

Diaconate report was given by Kathy Benger.  We are planning on going to 

help out next summer on Disaster Relief. 

Trustees report was given by Dave Jelley. A computer notebook and drive 

will be purchased to back up the church computer. Financial Reports will 

not be kept on this computer for confidentiality. These are backed up on a 

separate account on Drop Box. The church will have to start pulling money 

from investments if we continue to operate in the red. 

All reports were accepted as read. 

Committee Reports and highlights: 

Nominating report was given by Nancy Meier.  We have a few openings. 

We need a Church Clerk. 

Missions report was given by Pastor Moa. An offering has been collected to 

send to Florida and Texas. Puerto Rico was not in trouble at the time. This 

is now a serious problem with 132 American Baptist churches destroyed. 

The ABC Home Missions has discussed helping out in the rebuilding 

process. Next summer the young people from other churches in our region 

could go, which is when Pastor would like few people to go from our 

church. When they have a specific date they will let the churches know to 

raise money and support. 

BAFTA report was given by Kathy Benger.  MEN come to the November 

meeting! 

Flower report was given by Nancy Meier.  Saturday is their planning 

meeting for the December Christmas flowers. 

Pastoral Relations report was given by Bob Meier. It’s all good. 
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Music report was given by Ken Benger.  A church Christmas concert is not 

going to be on the books this year. There will still be a Christmas Eve 

service with special music. Hudson Bells of Faith is playing special music 

this season. The Alvirne Chorus will be playing December 5th. 

 

Sanctuary refurbishment report was given by Meredith Manderville. Ken 

Benger, Richard Tassie and Byron Zakos have joined and Richard has 

volunteered to be the chairman. 

All reports were accepted as read. 

Old Business: 

Pastor Moa would like our church to do more reaching out to the 

community to join us in worship such as Easter sunrise service. 

Thanksgiving service and Maundy Thursday service.  

He will reach out to various groups at the appropriate time. He has been in 

contact with the Community Church, who are going through a transition at 

this time. When they get a pastor installed he will reach out to them again. 

Pastor Moa has suggested having one Leadership board which would meet 

once a month replacing the Trustees, Christian Ed and Diaconate boards.  

A meeting was convened on Sunday and the Bylaws Revision Committee 

will be bringing a proposal to the January Annual Meeting. 

New Business: 

Nov 14 – 21 Pastor will be taking a vacation. He still has 2 weeks left this 

year. A man that he became close to when he first came to this country 

has passed away. Nov. 15 there will be a memorial service for him. Pastor 

Moa and the family will be going to this. He will also be gone on 

Thanksgiving Sunday because of a meeting he needs to be at in Boston on 

Sunday. 

Also talked about was a Thanksgiving Evening Dinner. Pastor Moa spoke 

about this during a Diaconate Meeting. This is a difficult time for people to 
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do at Thanksgiving Eve. Ruth suggested doing it during Jan. or Feb. as a 

Friday night event for the community. The next cabinet meeting will be the 

annual meeting on Monday January 22, 2018 at 7:00 PM. Pastor Moa 

closed with prayer.  Meeting adjourned at 8:12 pm. 

Kathy Benger 
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Cool Kids Winter 

Performance 

The Gift of Joy: A 

Christmas Ballet 

December 17 @ 4:00 

p.m. 

There will be a free 

will offering 
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December 24 

 

and 

Concert 

7:00 p.m. 

 

Join us for 

Christmas 

Worship 

Service 

On December 24, at 

10:30 a.m. 
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July 7-14, 2018 
Recovery Mission Trip to Puerto Rico: 

Our Church is partnering with the American Baptist Home Mission Societies 

to go Puerto Rico for a recovery short-term trip in the summer of 2018—July 

7-14. A number of young people from Alvirne have expressed interest to join 

us in the mission.  

Another Good News: a number of member from Chinese United Methodist 

Church in San Francisco will join us for this mission trip.  

If you are interested to join this mission trip, please talk with Pastor Moa 

and Janet Lee. 
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By Joe McKeever 

Those of us who love the Christmas season—I plead guilty!—often are in 
the market for ways to make it more meaningful. 
I polled some friends and would like to share some of the results. 
Give more. Give yourself. Give the unexpected. Give 10 times as 
much as they expect. Give more than ever before.   
Shop less. Buy fewer. Spend less. Stress less. 
Quit giving to the adults; give only to the children. 
Give no more than three presents per child. 
Emphasize the personal aspect.

 
Write more notes. If you send Christmas cards, write personal notes on 
them. Don’t be afraid to tell people you love them, even if you need to vary 
the verb and make it “I treasure you.” (Or, cherish, adore, appreciate or 
thank God for you) 
OK. Now, our 10 ways to transform your Christmas season … 

Christmas Giving: 10 Ways to 

Transform Your Christmas 
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1) Never pass a Salvation Army kettle without dropping in some 
money. 
2) Volunteer with some organization that is ministering to the 
homeless and needy. 
3) Look around for some needy family whom you can minister to. 
4) Find out who is looking after the hospital ICU and CCU waiting 
rooms over the holidays. 
5) See what other churches are doing at Christmastime. 
6) Christmas Angel Tree. 
7) Operation Christmas Child. 
8) Host the youth, college or career Christmas parties in your 
home. 
9) Go caroling in your neighborhood, to shut-ins, in a nursing 
home.  
10) Who has to work on Christmas Day?  
Ask the Father. He who loves the Son best of all knows all the ways to 
honor Him and to bless people in His Name. 
“Unto y’all is born this day in the City of David a Savior!” That’s the best 
news ever. Merry Christmas, y’all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

DECEMBER  2017 17 

 

 

 

 

 
By 
Glenn Packiam 
 
December 7, 2017 

This Christmas, as images of wise men and shepherds and Mary and 
Joseph and animals and baby Jesus cover our refrigerators with all the 
familiar greetings of the season, what strikes me is all the people who 
aren’t part of the Christmas Story.

 
 
No doubt you’ve heard sermons on the unlikely cast of characters who 
found themselves in the thick of God’s arrival on earth. Lowly shepherds 
who were serenaded by angels, wise men from faraway lands, and, of 
course, young Joseph, and his pregnant-out-of-wedlock wife, Mary. 

Missing God at Advent? 
 

https://churchleaders.com/author/Glenn
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But what about all those who weren’t there but could have been 
or maybe should have been? 
The real mystery of the first Christmas is how people who were longing, 
praying, hoping, looking for the Messiah missed Him. 

Top on the list for me is Herod. Here’s a guy who hears about the star and 
all the prophecies about where the Messiah was to be born and yet instead 
of being remotely glad becomes insanely insecure…and then brutally 
murderous. 
So, who was Herod? 

• His father was a weak, but brilliantly manipulative king and high 
priest. 

• When his brother took power from him, he eventually sought help 
from 
Rome, the rising power in the East. Each Roman leader—
culminating with the 
great Julius Caesar—gave Herod’s father the sacred and respected 
role among 
Jews as High Priest. 

• As part of his father’s ambitious plans, Herod was made governor 
of 
Galilee at only 25. 

• Herod impressed Roman rulers with the way he collected taxes 
and 
suppressed revolts—two things Rome valued highly. 

• When Cassius and Brutus murdered Julius Caesar, they allied with 
Herod, giving him a larger governorship, knowing that he could 
generate revenue 
for them until they killed Antony and Octavian. But when Cassius 
was defeated 
by Antony, Herod aligned himself with Antony and Octavian, 
instead, allowing 
them and the Roman senate to anoint him “King of Judea.” 

• Through a strategic marriage and a display of brutal betrayals and 
murders, Herod finally became “King of the Jews.” 

• During the later period of his reign, around the time of Christ’s 
birth, Herod wrote six wills, changing the succession plan. He had 
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10 wives who each had sons that they wanted to be the next King, 
but Herod was determined to script the outcome. 

To Herod, control was everything. 

Herod was a scheming, ambitious man, who, upon gaining power, 
became insecure, angry and vengeful. He lived by the sword and 
was afraid of dying by the sword. 
Herod was absent at Advent because he was too afraid of losing 
control. 
It wasn’t that Herod somehow missed the memo that the Messiah was 
born. In fact, it was precisely because Herod suspected that the Messiah 
had 
come that he acted the way he did: deceitful and murderous. Herod had 
manipulated people and situations, sold out friends and relatives, used his 
own 
marriage to his own political ends all to become the “King of the Jews.” He 
wasn’t about to let some newborn baby undo all of it. 
So, here’s the question for us: Are we too in love with being in 
control that we might miss what God is doing right under our 
noses? 
The other night, our two girls, Sophia (3) and Norah (2), somehow 
ended up in our bed right around midnight. It was fun for the first 10 
minutes, 
but then I was ready to go to sleep. But I was too tired to really do 
anything 
about it…and Holly wasn’t moving either! As I lay there half-asleep, 
wrestling 
with whether or not to strong-arm the kids and restore control in our 
house, I 
heard Sophia whisper to Norah, “Love you, Norah.” “Luvoo Fia,” came the 
reply. 
Tears welled up in my eyes. It was the most beautiful little scene. Surely 
God was in this place…and I almost missed it! 
Then the girls started tickling each other, and screaming and giggling, and 
eventually I needed to get Norah back to her crib. But what if I had 
reached for control sooner? I might have missed a little piece of God’s 
activity. 
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Advent is the season where we remember Christ coming to earth. But 
Advent 
happens all around us. God is coming to us in little smiles and heartfelt 
hugs, in needy families and single mothers. All around us are signs of 
God’s arrival. But we could miss it if we cling too tightly to 
control. 

In a way, Herod got it right: The real King had arrived, and He had 
every intention of dethroning Herod. God has come, and He has come to 
rule our 
hearts, to take control. But every time we cling to control and close our 
fists 
or shut our eyes or withhold love when we have the chance to freely give, 
we 
will miss what God is doing in the earth, miss His very arrival on the scenes 
of our lives. We will be absent at Advent. 
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Dec 4 Pastor Moa and Akum Lonchar 
Dec 5 Meredith Mandeville 
Dec 6 Catrina Ledoux 
Dec 8 Kimberly Francis 
Dec 9 Roy Benger 
Dec 14 Paul and Pam Dawkins 
Dec 17 Jackie Cole 
Dec 18 Lois Boucher 
Dec 22 Ursula Howe 
Dec 24 Bruce Mostrom 
Dec 26 Heather Alonis-Tyler 
Dec 29 Nancy Kather 
Dec 29 Joanne Sousa 
Dec 30 Noelle Rollins 
Dec 31 Gary and Lorna Granger 
Jan  3 David Jelley 
Jan 4 Nancy Gibson 
Jan 6 Kristin Rice 
Jan 8 Codyjay Rice 
Jan 12 David Tyler 
Jan 17 Robert Meier 
Jan 22 Akum Lonchar 
Jan 26 David and Lyn Tyler 
Jan 28 Ruth Jelley 

       Celebrations Calendar  


