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November Newsletter

from pastor moa’s desk…
As we begin our Stewardship Campaign for the next few weeks, I am
writing to share with you that “Stewardship time” is a focus on the progress we are
making in our spiritual journeys—because the first pillar that holds up a powerful
church is that of Stewardship—managing, using, working with and overseeing all
that God has given you.
“All is a gift from God: everything we are and have is freely given for our
good, without condition or reservation. In gratitude of this truth, we believe in
giving back to The Body of Christ all that God desires from us of our time, our
abilities (spiritual gifts), and our personal possessions – proportionately as we have
been blessed.”
Here are a few of the reasons as to why we give sacrificially to God:
• Trust in God
• A part of Worship
• Demonstrates Spiritual Growth
• Magnifies our Praise
• Obedience to God the Father
• Promotes our Faith towards God
• Follow Biblical Principles (God’s Word)
• Shows Commitment vs. simply habit
• Thanksgiving for His goodness
• Conscientious & mindful act
• Life Enriching
• Habit of Thanksgiving
• Principles that are Taught
• Impacts special Causes & Ministries
• Tithing Changes Hearts & Spirits
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• Requires a constant Prayerful Decision
• Engages the Heart, not just habit
• Reinforces Love of the Father
• Helps believers Magnify God, First, not myself
• Gratitude for all God’s generosity
Each of us has battled with a desire to place first: in games, in employment,
in love and in life. It is not surprising that, even today, it is an extraordinary
commitment that is required to place what is important first. Our spirit, mind and
body collectively will guide us to what comes first in our lives. Placing God first
can be viewed as training or retraining our spirit, our mind and our body to freely
accept God’s will and not our own earthly desires.
Stewardship is truly a leap of gratitude and love. Both give glory,
thanksgiving and praise to God. Yet it can only be accomplished through the
principles our Lord teaches us within the Bible.
Our generosity as believers begins with gratitude and love:
• By gratitude and love we place God first in our life;
• By gratitude and love we understand all belongs to my Lord;
• By gratitude and love we know to stand on God’s promise;
• By gratitude and love we strive to be more like Abel and less like Cain;
• By gratitude and love we manage our time for Kingdom building;
• By gratitude and love we give of our spiritual gifts in gratitude to God for our
many blessing;
• By gratitude and love she gave her last meal to Elijah;
• By gratitude and love we give in love for we know all belongs to God; and
• By gratitude and love we give eagerly, (cheerfully) hilariously to advance God’s
Kingdom.
Paul reminds us in 2 Corinthians 9:6-7 that if we choose to sow sparingly,
we should not expect to reap a fantastic return. The faithful steward, who sows
generously, even in tough times, will be rewarded with a bountiful harvest. Maybe
it’s time for us to slow down, step back from the world’s enticements and re-focus
our efforts on doing what God would have us do with only part of what God has so
graciously given us.
As you make decision about how to support the work of our Church—First
Baptist Church of Hudson during the coming weeks, I would like to invite you to
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take time, examine your heart, pray about it, and ask for the Holy Spirit’s
guidance. Then remember what God has already done for you and make the choice
to honor God with a cheerful financial pledge to the work of God’s kingdom
through our church—FBC of Hudson.
God is challenging us, “Now, then, who will follow my example and give
offerings to the Lord today?” Therefore, “Be Strong and courageous, and do the
work. Don’t be afraid or discouraged, for the LORD God, my God, is with you. He
will not fail you or forsake you. He will see to it that all the work related to the
Temple of the Lord is finished correctly” (2 Chronicles 29:5; 1 Chronicles 28:20)
May you experience the peace and true joy of fearless giving!
May we all become generous disciples to serve as the hands and feet of Christ.
Blessings!
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A HP computer, monitor, notebook drive, Windows 10, Excel and Word have been
purchased. The computer will only be used for church related business.
Discussion was held on putting a railing at the Greeley Street entrance.
Fire safety inspection was held on August 15th. The church passed and occupancy
permits installed.
The parsonage furnace is being scheduled to be cleaned and inspected.
Work day was held on Sat Oct 14th. We would like to thank everyone who donated
their time.
The handicap bathroom door lock did not work properly. Roy Benger will repair
it.
The 2018 budget is under consideration.
Denise Tassi to will take care of the flowers in front of the church which had been
done by Ruth Parker for many years. The trustees would like to thank Ruth for a
job well done and helping the front of the church look so beautiful.
Pam Dawkins, our church secretary, will be on sick leave for an undetermined
amount of time. We give many thanks to those who have in the past and continue
going forward to volunteer their time to allow the church office to function during
these difficult times.
We greatly appreciate the generous donation from BAFTA to help pay for the cost
of the new furnaces.
Each fall the Board of Trustees organizes and runs the stewardship campaign. The
intent of this campaign is to offer you an opportunity to state how much money
you feel you will be able to contribute weekly or monthly to the church finances in
the coming year. Please think and pray about the role you will play in helping to
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support the church in this up coming year. If you have any questions, feel free to
contact any of the Trustees.
The board would like to remind all who use the church to be sure that all doors are
locked and shut tightly and all lights are turned off when you leave the building.
Please feel free to contact any of the board members if a need arises.
The board consists of: Eric Beaverstock, Meredith Mandeville, Dave Jelley, and Al
Hopkins.
Respectfully Submitted,
Eric Beaverstock, Chairman
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Cabinet Report – October 24, 2017
Food Pantry: This ministry could use red sauce, minute rice, and children’s
cereals. The Boy Scout food drive will be either October or November so please
consider helping to restock the shelves.
Helping Hand: An offering was taken for hurricane relief and sent to the
American Baptist churches’ home ministry.
National Back to Church Day 9/17: We had 3 people come back to church. We
need to continue praying that people will know our doors are open to anyone in
need of a Savior.
Refurbishment Plan – Pastor was at the ABC/VNH meeting last month. He
mentioned that we were going to rebuild the sanctuary. While there a woman
who has a group of youth that are beginning a ‘fix-it’ group. Also there is a group
of Baptist men that work to help fix buildings. Alvirne may also help. God is
good and will provide!
Changing the Service: Pastor would like to take out the Doxology and some of
the traditional items sometimes in church.
Disaster Relief: Going to Texas or Florida to help with disaster relief was
discussed for next year. Habitat for Humanity has teams that go for a week at a
time.
ABC’s of Natural Church Development: Pastor Moa would like to have the
Trustees, Deacons, Christian Ed and Ruth come together and discuss this book.
We would like to try to combine the church boards in going forward.
This report is respectfully submitted DATE in His Majesty’s Service,
The Diaconate Board
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Greetings, brothers and sisters! Hope this finds you as well as you can be and enjoying
the beauty of this season.
As of this typing, our next event, Trunk or Treat, is in Newsletter Limbo. That is, it hasn't
happened yet, but it probably will have happened by the time you read this. We're still
praying for good weather, a good turnout, and that it comes together and everybody has a
marvellous time. For now, we'd just like to say a huge THANK YOU to everyone who
offered their decorated vehicles, all who donated, and all who helped with setup, cleanup,
and/or the event itself. Thanks also to Sandy at the Hudson-Litchfield News - great job on
the ad!
Also in Newsletter Limbo - our Family Fun Night, coming up on October 29 at 7:00 PM.
We are still seeking volunteers to host upcoming fun nights. These can be game nights,
movie nights, craft nights, or any other thing you might think families and friends of all
ages will enjoy doing together. Please let us know if you'd like to sign up.
Pastor Moa's adult Sunday School class is in full swing, meeting at 9:15 AM in Memorial
Hall. They are doing a study called "Christian Hospitality: A Way of Life." Please let
Pastor Moa know if you would like to jump in.
Once again this year, we will be providing Thanksgiving food boxes to needy families.
These boxes will be filled with everything needed for a traditional Thanksgiving dinner,
plus some pantry staples. The donation box is in the sanctuary, and there are inserts in
your bulletins to give you an idea what things are needed to fill the boxes. We will meet
in Memorial Hall at 10:00 AM on Saturday, November 18 to get them ready for pick-up
on Sunday the 19th. Delivery can be arranged if needed. If you or someone you know
would like one of these boxes (Hudson residents only, please), please contact Pastor Moa,
Jan Russell, or any BCE member by Sunday, November 12.
Signing off for now, wishing you and yours a most blessed and happy thanksgiving Day!
In His service and yours,
deb lavoie, BCE secretary
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A Pastoral Letter from Rev. Dr. Lee B. Spitzer, General Secretary,
ABCUSA
November 6, 2017
Dear American Baptist Family,
On Tuesday, October 31, my son and I were traveling home from the
Ministers and Missionaries Benefit Board meetings in Manhattan. Driving
south on the West Side Highway, and then turning west to enter New
Jersey through the Lincoln Tunnel, I was unaware that just a short distance
away a terrorist act of extreme violence was unfolding. Yesterday, while
traveling home from a wonderful ABCOFLASH celebration of the executive
ministry of Sam Chetti, along with the rest of the country, I was deeply
saddened by the news of the horrific violence inflicted upon the members of
the First Baptist Church of Sutherland Springs, Texas.
American Baptists categorically reject all forms of unnecessary and
senseless violence, regardless of motivation. Throughout the country, I
know our churches will mourn and pray for the church and the town they
serve in solidarity with all who have experienced grievous loss. I ask for
every church to dedicate a special time of prayer for First Baptist Church
and Sutherland Springs when you gather for Bible study, service or worship
this week.
In 1998, American Baptists stated:
The culture of violence is manifested both in the pervasiveness of overt
acts of physical force and in the more subtle dynamics by which harm is
persistently done to people. This culture of violence is reflected in such
ways as: the glorified role of violence in historic frontier communities;
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violence in the family; violence of sexual abuse, incest and rape; violence
in the workplace; violence in the schools; violence in the streets; violence in
the criminal justice system; violence in the use of guns, knives, and other
weapons of assault; violence in the military; violence in war; violence in the
marketing of weapons; violence of industries that profit by harming others;
violence in the media; violence in music; violence of hate crimes; violence
of the systematic destruction of the earth; and the existence of nuclear
weapons, wherein we have seized the divine prerogative to determine the
destiny of humanity. (AMERICAN BAPTIST POLICY STATEMENT ON
VIOLENCE, June 1998)
Accordingly, I ask our churches, pastors and members to re-commit to
proactive Christian and biblical witness and ministry, including (as
examples):
1) Let us gather together in love, and not fear. “Perfect love casts out all
fear,” according to 1 John 4:18. Do not give in to reactionary fear that
promotes unhealthy responses to violence. May we keep the doors of our
sanctuaries and buildings open, not locked. Paul calls us to “practice
hospitality” (Romans 12:13) and not be fearful of strangers.
2) Work as peacemakers, because Jesus stated, “Blessed are the
peacemakers” (Matthew 5:9). Let as serve as healing agents in our
communities, since we are called to be “ambassadors of reconciliation” (2
Corinthians 5:20).
3) Let us “bear one another’s burdens” (Galatians 6:2). Let us train our
members to discern when people around us are troubled and may require
professional assistance in order to prevent violence.
4) Regardless of political perspective, can’t we all agree that sensible
measures can be taken to keep weapons from people who have mental
illnesses or terrorist ties?
5) I would encourage pastors and church leaders to contact your Executive
Minister if you are willing to either participate in a conversation about the
church and violence, or if you would consider cooperating on a common
anti-violence witness in your region.
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6) Consider creating sensible and practical crisis management policies and
procedures, in cooperation with your local police and insurance agencies,
to prepare your church for possible future crises.
In closing, let us dedicate ourselves to the advice Paul gave to us in
troubled times:
Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes
of everybody. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with
everyone. Do not take revenge, my friends,…Do not be overcome by evil,
but overcome evil with good. (Romans 12:17-19; 21)
Yours in Christ,
Rev. Dr. Lee B. Spitzer
ABCUSA General Secretary
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Appreciations for Generous Giving
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Appreciation for United Mission
Offering
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Trunk or Treat at First Baptist Church of
Hudson
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BAFTA Hosts Aaron Bailey from
Fitness by Design
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